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Meetings: 

On Tuesday, June 22nd the Ad Hoc North Water Street/Sand Hill Improvement Committee will meet at 
5:00 P.M. at the St. Augustine School parking lot for a walking tour. 
 
The Historic District Review Board will meet in Council Chambers on Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 6:30 P.M. 
 
The Martha Ballard Recognition Committee will meet at the Buker Community Center at 5:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday June 23rd. 
 
On Thursday, June 24th beginning at 6:30 P.M., there will be a special City Council business meeting. It 
will begin with an executive session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter.  
 
The regularly scheduled Informational Meeting in Council Chambers will immediately follow this 
meeting.  Agendas for both meetings are in your Council packet. Included in the informational meeting 
agenda are two zoning amendment items referred to Council after Planning Board review and 
recommendation. City Planner Betsy Poulin has provided back up memos for both and they are included 
with this package. 
 
Other Items: 

City staff was surprised to learn last week of an old city cemetery (classified under state law as an 

ancient burial ground) in a densely wooded area off Riverside Drive. An abutting property had recently 

changed ownership and a prospective buyer of that property had noticed a provision for an easement 

across that property to this cemetery. He alerted city staff who immediately began investigating the 

matter. 

It turns out to be quite a thing. Although the city’s cemetery bureau possesses no modern records of 

this cemetery (we believe that the last interment there took place in 1910), deed searches and other 

historical research confirms that the cemetery was properly conveyed to the City in two parts – the first 

in the 1840’s (to what was then the Town of Augusta) and the second a decade or so later. Matt Nazar, 

Earl Kingsbury and Bruce Chase trekked through the thick overgrowth abutting the property and found 

the cemetery on Tuesday and guided me in for my own look at it on Friday afternoon. It’s about a half-

acre in size and many of the headstones are in remarkably good condition. Notably, it contains the 

graves of a Revolutionary War veteran (Robert Denniston) and a Union soldier killed at the Battle of 

Gettysburg (Henry Lyon). One of the visible headstones dates to 1802. 
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Legally and morally, we are obligated to restore this cemetery but we obviously want to do it in a 

sensitive fashion – to respect the memory of those interred there and to prevent inadvertent damage to 

the site. I’ve instructed that a property survey be conducted right away (to include establishing the 15’ 

right-of-way) and then an archeological survey. Once that work has been concluded a plan of action for 

restoring the burial ground can be developed and commence. I think such a project might generate 

some significant community interest from our veterans’ community and those passionate about our 

history.  

I have reached out to the new owner of the abutting property to keep them in the loop and assure them 

that we will be sensitive to their private property rights. It’s “out-of-the-blue’ occurrences like this that I 

am really going to miss in retirement. 

We had an unfortunate “left hand-right hand” moment a while back when the 4th of July Parade was 

being planned. Fortunately, we heard from clergy that the original timing of the parade conflicted with 

Sunday church services. The Community Services Department quickly adjusted the schedule last week so 

that now the parade will take place at 4:00 pm that afternoon. We are getting the word out to that 

effect.     

With the advent of summer and nice weather, Bicentennial Nature Park opened this past Saturday and 

our community pools will be open next Tuesday, the 29th. The reason for the delay with the pools is the 

national scarcity of pool chemicals. 

Requests for proposals are soon being issued for the citywide facilities master plan and the new police 

station. Susan Robertson is finalizing the proposed five-year capital improvement plan for delivery to 

you at least a week in advance of a scheduled initial Council review at the only informational meeting in 

July (the 22nd).      

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation 

   

 

 


